might make the effort to expand this base of knowledge by contributing research of one's own. Noel Mostert's (1974) wonderful book, Supership, is such a work-a philosophical reflection upon the world of oil tankers in which the author takes care to examine details of the construction, economic context, and daily operation of these enormous vessels.
The use of colorful, substantive cases like Mostert's (1974) (Collins 1983) . In this mode of analysis, there is a strong tendency to regard technology as the lesser relative of science. Because science deals with the fundamentals of human knowledge, it is considered the more evaluated and significant topic. In that light, for both historians and sociologists, the &dquo;turn to technology&dquo; is sometimes portrayed as a kind of intellectual slumming (Woolgar 1991 (Winner 1986 
